
1 
 

              
 

Welcome to The Church of St. Paul in the Desert 
    
 
       

      Sunday, December 6, 2020, 10:30  a.m. 
 

  The Second  Sunday of Advent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statements 
 

God has invited us to share the abundant life of Jesus Christ 

through the Church of St. Paul in the Desert by serving 

Christ in others and by gathering to praise and thank God in worship. 

We are a welcoming, empowering, supportive community.  

 

The Episcopal Diocese of San Diego is a missionary community that dares 

to follow Jesus Christ in his life of fearless love for the world. 

 

 

 
125 West El Alameda, Palm Springs, CA 92262 ● 760.320.7488 ●  
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A Penitential Order: Rite Two 
 
Prelude        Improvisation on  “O heavenly Word, eternal Light” (The Hymnal #63) — P. Smith 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 

The Entrance Hymn  #67 Comfort, comfort ye my people 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The people standing, the Celebrant may say        The Rev. Canon David L. Caffrey 
 

  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;   
People  God’s mercy endures forever. 
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Jesus said, “ The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: 
 

The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul,  with all your mind, and with all mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love 
your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.  Mark 12:29-31 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Minister and People 
 
Most merciful God. We confess that we have sinned against you  in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of you Name. AMEN. 
 
 The Celebrant     Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
Holy God   Trisagion    
 

 
 
  The Collect of the Day 
 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we 
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may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read. 

 
A Reading from Isaiah 40:1-11    Lector:      Karen Nelson 

 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 

says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 

that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD's hand 

double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; 
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say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Silence is kept. 

The Psalter: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Refrain 

 
 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, * 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

    2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 
            and blotted out all their sins. Refrain 

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

     9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 
           that his glory may dwell in our land. Refrain 
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10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

     11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
           and righteousness shall look down from heaven. Refrain 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 

     13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 
          and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. Refrain 

 
 
The Epistle: A Reading from 2 Peter 3:8-15a Lector     —  Karen Nelson 
 
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will 
be disclosed. Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought 
you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will 
melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 
where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive 
to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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The Sequence Hymn #54      Savior of the nations, come 
 

 

 

 
 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 1:1-8. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.          
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 

 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon      The Rev. Canon David L. Caffrey 
 
A period of silence shall be kept. 
 
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
         For us and for our salvation 
            he came down from heaven: 
         by the power of the Holy Spirit 
            he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
       On the third day he rose again 
       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People                     Intercessor — Karen Nelson 

In joy at the nearness of the Christ, let us offer our prayers to God, saying : Lord hear our 
prayer. 

May the power of God’s holy presence clear a path through the rubble of broken lives and 
hearts to make our world and all of us a new creation. For this let us pray to the Lord. 

May our gracious God be always for us a shepherd to console and comfort us, to nourish all 
our deep hungers, and to make us live in peace forever. For this let us pray to the Lord. Lord 
hear our prayer. 

May we come to find in the desert of our lives the gift of forgiveness and the waters of a new 
Jordan that bring cleansing refreshment. For this let us pray to the Lord. Lord hear our 
prayer. 

May the God of John the Baptist and our God continue to raise up holy prophets in our midst 
who will tell the good news of saving rescue for all people. For this let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. 

May the God who is our comfort hear the cries of all in need. [especially…     N]  For this let 
us pray  to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer. 

[Here other intercessions may be offered.] 

May the God who is our future in the gift of Jesus Christ hold us always in the embrace of 
faithful love and bring us to new heavens and a new Earth. For this let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord hear our prayer. 

A concluding Collect  Celebrant 
  
O Lord, without whom our Labor is lost: We beseech you to prosper all works in your Church 
undertaken according to your holy will. Grant to your workers a pure intention, a patient faith, 
sufficient success on earth, and the blessedness of serving you in heaven; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

 

 

The Peace 
 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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The Holy Communion 
 
 

 

The Offertory Sentence 
 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
The Offertory Hymn #59  Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding 
 

 

 
 
Celebrant    All things come of you, O Lord. 
People         And of your own have we given you. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving   Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
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Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in 
him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the 
world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus # S124 Holy, holy, holy Lord 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The people may stand or kneel. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread, and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite us to your Son in 
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his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In 
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with St Paul, the Hermit, the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
And now, in the language of our hearts, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Y ahora, en el idioma de nuestro corazón, como nuestro Salvador Cristo nos ha enseñado, ramos.   

   
People and Celebrant               El Pueblo y el celebrante  
                                                                       
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  Padre nuestro que estás el cielo, 
   hallowed be thy Name,          santificado sea tu Nombre,  
   thy kingdom come,          veng tu reino, 
   thy will be done,          hágase tu voluntad, 
      on earth as it is in heaven.      en la tierra como en el cielo.              
Give us this day our daily bread.  Donos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  Perdona nuestras ofensas,  
 as we forgive those          como también nosotros  
  who trespass against us.      Perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
And lead us not into temptation,  No nos dejes caer en tentación 
 but deliver us from evil.    Y líbranos del mal.    
For thine is the kingdom,   Porque tuyo es el reino,  
 and the power, and the glory,  tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,     
 for ever and ever. Amen.     ahora y por siempre. Amen. 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
The Fraction Anthem       Lamb of God Agnus Dei 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
                           The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Music During Communion  
 
Communion Anthem Drop down, ye heavens – H. Stanton 
 

 
 
The Post Communion Prayer                                          
 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have instituted for us a great sacrament in your promise of life 
and love, which we remember now as we hear your words again: “This is my body; this 
is my blood — given for you.” Feed us in our hearts with faith and trust, draw us closer 
to you and to each other, and strengthen us for service to our neighbor. We come before 
you now, with hearts you have fed all our lives with the promise that you have given 
yourself for us. Keep us strong in that faith until we can meet at your table again. Amen.     
                                                                                                                     (From Bishop Erwin) 
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The Post Communion Hymn #65 Prepare the way, O Zion 
 

 

 

 

 
 
An Advent Blessing 
 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, 
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set your free from all sin. Amen. 
 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in 
faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
 
May you who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded 
with unending life. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you forever. Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 
 
               Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People    Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude         Chorale: “O heavenly Word, eternal Light”  — setting by Helmut Walcha    
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