Welcome to The Church of St. Paul in the Desert
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 2, 2021 at10:30 a.m.
Mission Statements
God has invited us to share the abundant life of Jesus Christ
through the Church of St. Paul in the Desert by serving
Christ in others and by gathering to praise and thank God in worship.
We are a welcoming, empowering, supportive community.
The Episcopal Diocese of San Diego is a missionary community that dares
to follow Jesus Christ in his life of fearless love for the world.

125 West El Alameda, Palm Springs, CA 92262 ● 760.320.7488 ● www.stpaulsps.org

Mass setting: A Communion Service, Series 3 – William Mathias (1934-92)

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
Prelude

Allegretto grazioso, from “Six Organ Pieces” (1919)

Music: Frank Bridge (1879-1941)

Welcome, Announcements and Mission Statements
1

The Word of God
The Entrance Hymn 182 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing
Words: Brian A. Wren (1938-2008)
Music: Truro, melody 1789; harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872)

The people standing, the Celebrant says

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
2

The Hymn of Praise

S 278

Glory to God

Gloria in excelsis
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The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
The Celebrant says the Collect

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your
Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his
steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
People Amen.

The Lessons
The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed are read.

The First Lesson
Reader A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles [8:26-40]

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up
and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was
reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot
and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the
passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
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“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here
is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot
to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and
Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.
But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Silence is kept.

The Psalter: Psalm 22:24-30

Deus, Deus meus

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *

"May your heart live for ever!" Refrain
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; *

he rules over the nations.
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *

all who go down to the dust fall before him. Refrain
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29 My soul shall live for him;

my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the LORD's for ever.
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done. Refrain
Silence is kept.

The Second Lesson
Reader A Reading from the First Epistle of John [4:7-21]

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God
loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of
the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they
abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love
God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers
and sisters also.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Silence is kept.
The people stand.
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The Sequence Hymn 188

Love’s redeeming work is done

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88)
Music: Savannah, from Harmonia Sacra, 1760

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John [15:1-8]
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes
to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have
spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine,
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.”
After the Gospel, the Reader says

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon
A period of silence will be kept.
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On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Intercessor: Let us join through prayer with everything that lives. Let us acknowledge to

God the one life we share, saying: O God, who makes us one, hear our prayer.
Intercessor: O God, your Holy Spirit is alive in all the earth. Your spirit that moved and

shaped land and sea, trees and beasts still moves and shapes us into creation. Through
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Christ we know your one Holy Spirit, for you are God of all. That all the world my know
your Spirit, we pray:
O God, who makes us one, hear our prayer.
Intercessor: Open your world before our eyes, so that we see far and near. Show us newly

what lives around us, over and behind and within. Give us the mind of Christ.
O God, who makes us one, hear our prayer.
Intercessor: Bring us to one another, that we may hear and understand each other. Bring

trust and sympathy between the peoples of the world. Make all nations one household
with many rooms.
O God, who makes us one, hear our prayer.
Intercessor: Heal us who are sick, especially: please add names silently or aloud. (Silence

is kept.) Cheer us who are guilty. Love us who are alone. Join us who are distant. Call all

the world to yourself.
O God, who makes us one, hear our prayer.
Intercessor: Enliven the church with the Spirit of Christ. Through us give your loving Spirit

to a world in need of comfort. Make our many gifts one offering for the world.
O God, who makes us one, hear our prayer.
Intercessor: You may offer other intercessions. (Silence is kept.)

O God, who makes us one, hear our prayer.
Silence is kept.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect: O God, keep our minds inside your love, for we are

many parts and need to be one. We pray for this unity which only your Spirit can give,
through Christ our Lord.
People Amen.
The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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The Holy Communion
The Offertory Sentence
The Offertory Anthem

My eyes for beauty pine

Words: Robert Bridges (1844-1930)
Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

My eyes for beauty pine, My soul for Goddës grace,
No other care nor hope is mine, To heaven I turn my face.
One splendour thence is shed from all the stars above:
‘Tis named when God's name is said, ‘Tis Love, 'tis heavenly Love.
And every gentle heart that burns with true desire, Is lit from eyes that mirror part of that celestial fire.
Celebrant All things come of you O Lord.
People
And of your own have we given you.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer D
The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant continues

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and
source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created
them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before
you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you
unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven,
we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord

S 128

Sanctus

The people may stand or kneel.

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom
and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so
that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures.
When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of
death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you.
Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you
taught us to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son
to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of
us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners,
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. The fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and,
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to
be consecrated.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After super he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
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for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and
his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us,
this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
We praise you, we bless you,
We give thanks to you
And we pray to you, Lord our God.
Lord, we pay that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us,
and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy
people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus
Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a
living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood
of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve in in peace.
Remember all who minister in your Church.
Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.
Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to
you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs,
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, (with ___________) and all the saints who have found
favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.

Setting: Mc Neil Robinson (1943-2015) S 147
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, in the language of our hearts, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray.
Y ahora, en el idioma de nuestro corazón, como nuestro Salvador Cristo nos ha enseñado,
oramos.
People and Celebrant

El Pueblo y el celebrante

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Padre nuestro, que estás en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre,
venga a nostros tu reino,
hágase tu voluntad,
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia.
Y perdona nuestras ofensas,
como también nosotros
perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.
Y nos dejes caer en tentación
y líbranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino,
tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,
ahora y por siempre. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. and may add Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
Music at Communion
Anthem

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life

Words: George Herbert (1593-1633)
Music: Harold W. Friedell (1905-58)
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The Post Communion Prayer
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and ever living God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Post Communion Hymn 213

Come away to the skies

Words: Anon, The Southern Harmony, 1835
Music: Middlebury, melody The Southern Harmony, 1835; harm. Jack W. Burnam (b. 1946)
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The Blessing
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.
People Amen.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life,
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever.
People Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.
People Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you for ever.
People Amen.
The Dismissal
Deacon
People

Postlude

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Canzona “La Spiritata”

Music: Giovanni Gabrieli (1557-1612)

Participants
Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Lorenzo Lebrija
Reader and Intercessor: Alex Christensen
Altar Minister: Ben Palmer
Director of Music/Organist: Canon Philip Smith
Parish Quartet: Jaci Davis, Diane Burt, Douglas Graham, David Bruns, guest: Denise Rooney
Video Production: Steve Moore
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