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John the Baptist preaching in the desert, Jesus Mafa, 1973. 

JESUS MAFA is a response to the New Testament readings from the Lectionary by a Christian 
community in Cameroon, Africa. Each of the readings was selected and adapted to dramatic 
interpretation by the community members. Photographs of their interpretations were made, 

and these were then transcribed to paintings. 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

VOLUNTARY     Chorale Prelude: Nun komm der Heiden Heiland    J. Sebastian Bach 
                           (Hymnal 1982 #54)                  BWV 659              (1685-1750) 
              
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OUR MISSION STATEMENTS  
 
The Church of St. Paul in the Desert: 

God has invited us to share the abundant life of Jesus Christ through the Church of St. 
Paul in the Desert by serving Christ in others and by gathering to praise and thank God in 
worship. We are a welcoming, empowering, supportive community. 

 

The Diocese: 
The Episcopal Diocese of San Diego is a missionary community that dares to follow Jesus 
Christ in his life of courageous love for the world. 

 
Please stand if able. 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN 67 “Comfort, comfort ye my people”                       Psalm 42 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
Celebrant Blessed be the God of our salvation 
People Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE Lord, have mercy             From the Litany of the Saints; adapt. Richard Proulx 

 

 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare 
the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
All school age children are invited to come sit on the steps for the lighting of the wreath. 
Children will be dismissed to Sunday School following. 
 
Reader 1      We light this candle as a symbol of the purity of heart only God can bring. 
Reader 2       For he shall purify his people like gold and silver, until they shine forth his                 
         his righteousness. 
All               Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 
 
THE FIRST LESSON                                     Malachi 3:1-4        
           
Reader   A Reading from the Prophet Malachi. 
 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
 
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 
Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
THE CANTICLE 16 The Song of Zechariah                   Benedictus Dominus Deus    
 

The Antiphon is sung at the beginning and end of the canticle. 
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THE SECOND LESSON       Philippians 1:3-11 
       
Reader  A Reading from the First Letter to the Philippians.  
 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 
to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of 
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both 
in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 
witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my 
prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to 
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ 
for the glory and praise of God. 
 
Reader     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand if able. 
 
THE SEQUENCE: ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
 

Alleluia. (3-fold) 
“Prepare the way or the Lord, make God’s path straight.”  

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                     Luke 3:1-6   

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

 
"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
       make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 

               and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 

        and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 
Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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THE SERMON                            The Rev. Jessie Thompson 
 
A time of reflection and silence follows the sermon. 
 
Please stand if able. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father; 
    through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
        and became truly human. 
        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 
Celebrant Dear Siblings of the Faith, as we joyfully await the full manifestation of 
God’s reign in Christ, let us pray for the needs of the church and the world.  
 
The Leader and People pray responsively.  
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O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most High and reach from beginning 
to end, mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and bless your church, 
remembering especially our presiding bishop Michael, our bishop Susan, our co-rectors 
Dan and Jessie, our vestry members, and all of the people and clergy of the global 
church. Be present in ordering the life of this and every congregation.  
Come and teach us the way of prudence.  
 
O Adonai, God of the Covenant, ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in 
the fire of the burning bush and on Mount Sinai gave your law. Forgive us when we stray 
from your guidance and will.  
Come and redeem us for our life together.  
 
O Root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign to humankind; before you rulers will shut their 
mouths, and nations bow in worship: We pray for your peace and justice in every nation 
and throughout the world; be present to all whose lives are ravaged by war and strife. 
Guide the leaders of this and every land into the paths of peace and goodwill.  
Come save us and do not delay.  
 
O Key of David, and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can shut, you 
shut and no one can open: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the 
unemployed, for the homeless, for prisoners, and for all who are oppressed; and lead us 
in closing the doors that lead to poverty, bigotry, and injustice.  
Come and bring the captives out of the prison house.  
 
O King of the Nations and their Desire, you are the cornerstone that makes us one: We 
lift up all who are suffering and in need, especially those we name out loud or 
silently...[pause]. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the 
suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous and help us minister to them in your love.  
Come and save us whom you have fashioned out of clay.  
 
O Dayspring, radiance of the Light Eternal and Sun of Righteousness: Shine your light 
on those who have died; remember especially those we now name...[pause], and bring 
comfort to all those who mourn.  
Come and enlighten all who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.  
 

 O Emmanuel, God with us, Expected One and Savior: We give thanks for all the 
blessings of this life, which we now name silently or aloud…[pause]. Make each of us 
ready to receive you into our hearts, to serve you in all whom we meet, and to greet you 
in the fullness of your glory in the day of your appearing.  
Come and save us, O Lord our God.  
 
The Celebrant concludes with an appropriate Collect. 
 
 
THE CONFESSION 
 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
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Celebrant and People  
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
   in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
   the evil we have done, 
   and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
THE ABSOLUTION 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
The Ministers and People may SAFELY greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
When passing The Peace, it is encouraged to remain in your pews and give a sign of peace, respecting the distance to 

keep all safe. Be aware that hand shaking, hugging, or other close conversations are still in the “red or yellow zone” for 
many, and our respect of that distance is a sign of the love of Christ in our midst. The care and safety of the most 

vulnerable and the “least of these” is what we lead with in remaining pastorally sensitive to all who enter this place.  
May the Peace of Christ that beckoned you here this morning greet you as you see  

Christ in those around you. 
 
BLESSINGS AND GRATITUDE 
 
LIVING THE LIGHT: THINK PINK 2022 STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All are welcome. At this time, the wine will not be offered, though receiving the Host is full and complete 
Communion. Please allow the ushers to direct you, keeping distance between non-family members. Keeping your 

mask on, receive the bread in the palm of your outstretched hands. Return to your seat before consuming and then 
place your mask back to covering position. Gluten free wafers are available; please let the priest know. If you would 

like to receive a blessing instead of Communion, you may come to the priest with your arms crossed over your 
chest. If mobility issues prohibit you from walking up to the altar, please alert an usher and Communion will be 

brought to you. 
 
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine,  
and money or other gifts, to the celebrant. The people stand, if able, while the offerings  

are presented and placed on the Altar. 
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THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM           And the glory, from “Messiah”               G. F. Handel 
 
The people stand if able. 
 
THE PRESENTATION HYMN 59 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding            Merton 
 

Verse 1, 2 and 5 
 

 

 
 
 

Celebrant    All things come of you, O Lord. 
People And of your own have we given you. 
 
 



11 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant proceeds 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to 
redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when 
he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without 
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS S 122 Holy, holy, holy Lord    Plainsong: Mass 18 
 
 

 

 

 
The people stand or kneel. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with St. Paul the Hermit and all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
And now, in the language of our hearts, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Y ahora, en el idioma de nuestro corazón, como nuestro Salvador Cristo nos ha enseñado, somos 
alientes para orar: 
 
People and Celebrant      El Pueblo y El Celebrante   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   Padre nuestro, que estás en el cielo, 
   hallowed be thy Name,                  santificado sea tu Nombre,  
   thy kingdom come,                 venga a nostros tu reino, 
   thy will be done,                   hágase tu voluntad, 
      on earth as it is in heaven.                   en la tierra como en el cielo.              
Give us this day our daily bread.   Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia. 
And forgive us our trespasses,   Y perdona nuestras ofensas,  
  as we forgive those                  como también nosotros  
     who trespass against us.                          perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
And lead us not into temptation,   Y nos dejes caer en tentación 
  but deliver us from evil.                          y líbranos del mal.    
For thine is the kingdom,    Porque tuyo es el reino,  
  and the power, and the glory,                      tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,     
  for ever and ever. Amen.                           ahora y por siempre. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the  

world. 
People Whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
 
 
THE FRACTION ANTHEM  
AGNUS DEI S 160                                                                            Plainsong: Mass 18 
      

 

 

 

 
 
THE INVITATION 
 
If you are watching the service at home and unable to be physically present for in-person worship, you are welcome 

to pray this prayer for spiritual communion from The Prayer Book for the Armed Services: 
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the  
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving.  

I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. 
Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I invite you to come 

spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 
never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me,  

in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM O comfort, now my people                    Thomas Pavlechko 
                               (b. 1962)  

 
Text: A paraphrase of Isaiah 40:1-11; Music: based on the composer’s own hymn-tune: Eastern Sky 
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THE COMMUNION HYMN 55  “Redeemer of the nations”     Veni Redemptor genitum  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Celebrant   Let us pray.  
 
Celebrant and People 
 
 



15 
 

God of abundance,  
you have fed us  
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us  
with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one  
with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth  
in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue for ever  
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
THE BLESSING  
 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN 65      “Prepare the way, O Zion”             Bereden väg för Herran 
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THE DISMISSAL      
 
Priest  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
THE POSTLUDE     Improvisation on Hymn “Prepare the way, O Zion” 
                                              
   
 

 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

The Rev. Dan Kline, Presider; The Rev. Jessie Thompson, Preacher 
Canon Philip Smith, Interim Director of Music & Organist 

Denise Rooney, Kari Kirkland, Douglas Graham, David Bruns, Parish Quartet 
Kathy Kilmer, Michelle Hathaway, Altar Ministers 

Chris Butler, Reader & Intercessor 
 
 

During this Advent Season, we share in worship the beautiful language of one of The 
Episcopal Church’s supplemental liturgical resources, Enriching our Worship. 

We pray the language opens space in our hearts in fresh ways, as we await in expectation 
for Christ to be born in our hearts anew. 
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CLERGY 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Susan Brown Snook, Bishop 

The Rev. Jessie Thompson, Rector 
revjessie@stpaulsps.org 

The Rev. Daniel J. Kline, Rector 
revdan@stpaulsps.org 

 

STAFF 
Canon Philip Smith, Interim Director of Music and Organist 

musicdirector@stpaulsps.org   
Kathy Guidry, Parish Administrator 

parishad@stpaulsps.org  
Orin Ellingson, Registrar 

registrar@stpaulsps.org  
Roberto Carrillo, Sexton 

Cecilia Melero, Assistant Sexton 
 

VESTRY 2021-2022 
Steve Moore, Senior Warden; Kathy Kilmer, Junior Warden; Raffael Alberto, 

Treasurer; Ray Tackett, Clerk; Alex Christensen; Br. John C. Westaway;  
Nancy Antonius; Christopher Butler; George Holliday; Vern Marken; 

Ben Palmer; John Hampson 
 

 
 

 
 

 


