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THE WORD OF GOD 
 
VOLUNTARY     Two Preludes: I. Andante; VI. Moderato             Ernest Bloch (1949)           
 
WELCOME 
 
OUR MISSION STATEMENTS 
 
The Church of St. Paul in the Desert: 
 

God has invited us to share the abundant life of Jesus Christ through the Church 
of St. Paul in the Desert by serving Christ in others and by gathering to praise and 
thank God in worship. We are a welcoming, empowering, supportive community. 

 

The Diocese: 
 

The Episcopal Diocese of San Diego is a missionary community that dares to follow 
Jesus Christ in his life of courageous love for the world. 

 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN 637  “How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord”   Lyons 
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE S 278 Glory to God   Gloria in excelsis          William Mathias 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, 
that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
All school age children are invited to come sit on the steps for a special sermon. 
Children will remain in the service at the “Imagination Station” table near the front. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON                      Genesis 15:1-6 
 
Reader   A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord God, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And 
Abram said, "You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be 
my heir." But the word of the Lord came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no 
one but your very own issue shall be your heir." He brought him outside and said, "Look 
toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him, 
"So shall your descendants be." And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to 
him as righteousness. 
 
Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE PSALTER                            Psalm 33:12-22                                    Exultate, justi 
 
Reader    Please join together in speaking the verses of Psalm 33 in unison, and  

singing the Refrain. 
 

 
 

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord! *  
happy the people he has chosen to be his own! 

13 The Lord looks down from heaven, *  
and beholds all the people in the world. Refrain 

14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze *  
on all who dwell on the earth. 

15 He fashions all the hearts of them *  
and understands all their works. Refrain  

16 There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; *  
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength. 

17 The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; *  
for all its strength it cannot save. Refrain 
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18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon those who fear him, *  
on those who wait upon his love, 

19 To pluck their lives from death, *  
and to feed them in time of famine. Refrain 

20 Our soul waits for the Lord; *  
he is our help and our shield. 

21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, *  
for in his holy Name we put our trust. 

22 Let your loving-kindness, O Lord, be upon us, *  
as we have put our trust in you. Refrain  

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON            Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 
Reader   A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.  
 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, 
by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were 
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not 
visible. 
 
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive 
as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for 
a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac 
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the 
city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power 
of procreation, even though he was too old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as 
good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." 
 
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they 
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the 
earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had 
opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for 
them. 
 
Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand if able. 
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THE SEQUENCE HYMN 545      “Lo! what a cloud of witnesses”                   St. Fulbert  
 

 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                        Luke 12:32-40 
 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes 
near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their 
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as 
soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert 
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and 
he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, 
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
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"But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, 
he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 
 
Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                                                                                                   The Rev. Dan Kline 
 
A time of reflection and silence follows the sermon. 
 
Please stand if able. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father; 
    through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
        and became truly human. 
        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE               
 
Celebrant Let us pray to God the source of all being, through the eternal Word, in the  
power of the Holy Spirit.           
 
The Leader and People pray responsively.  
 
Holy One, teach us to care for those we do not know as much as we care for those who 
are close to us. We pray that we, the Church, would rise up in this time to be Your Love 
in this world in every nation. God of Love,  
graciously hear us. 
 
Holy One, teach us to protect those who are threatened, those who are lonely, sick, 
hungry, persecuted, or ignored, that they will find comfort and be sustained by Your 
Good News. God of Love,  
graciously hear us. 
 
Holy One, teach us to welcome those who are rejected, and to spread compassion to 
those who are far away, grant salvation to all in danger, all who are far from home, 
prisoners, exiles, and victims of oppression. God of Love, 
graciously hear us. 
 
Holy One, teach us to make space for those who are voiceless, to work for justice, to 
defend those who are oppressed and abused, to find new and just ways of righting 
wrongs, of struggling against exploitation, greed, or lack of concern: that we may find 
joy together. God of Love,  
graciously hear us. 
 
Holy One, teach us to forgive those who are burdened by guilt, that we too may be 
absolved of our sins and offenses. God of Love,  
graciously hear us. 
 
Holy One, teach us to heal those who are broken and sick, and we pray especially for 
those who we name out loud or in our hearts… (pause for prayers)… that they may 
know your healing power and presence. God of Love,  
graciously hear us. 
 
And we pray for those who have died, remembering especially… (pause for prayers)… 
that they may rejoice and be glad in fellowship with the Risen Christ. God of Love,  
graciously hear us. 
 
Holy One, teach us to cultivate hearts of gratitude that do not shy away from naming all 
of the good things you have done, the ways you have provided, and the gifts you have 
bestowed on us, on our loved ones, and in the world. We name out loud or in our heart 
those things we thank You for… (pause for prayers) … and we pray you give us courage 
to share of Your Good News to those around us. God of Love,  
graciously hear us. 
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Holy One, teach us to take the time to recognize our connectedness, that we are called to 
really get to know one another and to love as you have loved us, that we may be 
generous in sharing the good things you provide. God of Love,  
graciously hear us. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with a Collect. 
 
THE CONFESSION 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Celebrant and People  
 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you,  
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other,  
     in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
     the evil we have done,  
     and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will. Amen.  
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
 

This is the formal act of pronouncing God’s forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ, reflecting the 
ministry of reconciliation committed by Christ to the church. 
 
THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
From your pew, you are invited to safely offer a sign of peace (a bow, a wave, etc.) to those around you. 
 
BLESSINGS AND GRATITUDE 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All are welcome. Please allow the ushers to direct you toward the Table. For those wearing masks, please keep your 
mask on until you have returned to your seat. All should receive the Communion in their hands and return to their 

seat before consuming. Currently, we are not drinking from the common cup. If you would, however, like to receive 
Communion by intinction (bread dipped in the wine), put forward one hand with your palm facing up and one hand 
in the air to receive the bread. If you are not comfortable receiving Communion by intinction, know that the bread 
alone is full and complete Communion. Simply, put your two hands together, one hand on top of the other, palms 
facing up, and the priest will put the bread alone in your hands. Gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic wine are 

available; please let the priest know if you would prefer these options and they will assist you accordingly. If you 
would like to receive a blessing instead of Communion, you may come to the priest with your arms crossed over 

your chest. If mobility issues prohibit you from walking up to the altar, please alert an usher and Communion will 
be brought to you.  

Let nothing hinder you from eating from this Table. 
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THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine,  
and money or other gifts, to the celebrant. The people stand, if able, while the offerings  

are presented and placed on the Altar. 
 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN 709    “O God of Bethel, by whose hand”                   Dundee 
 

Verses 1 - 4 

 

 
 
The people stand as are able 
 
THE PRESENTATION HYMN 709 Verse 5  

 
Celebrant    All things come of you, O Lord. 
People And of your own have we given you. 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER       Enriching Our Worship, Form 2 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant proceeds 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought 
all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living 
thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 
against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you 
would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  
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And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:  
 
Celebrant and People 
 
SANCTUS   S 128  Holy, holy, holy Lord                                   William Mathias 

 

The people may stand or kneel. 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of 
sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, 
your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. 
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the 
sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself 
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete 
upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it 
to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified 
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,  
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your 
new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  
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In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Paul the Hermit and all your saints, from every 
tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 
foundation of the world.  
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

And now, in the language of our hearts, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold 
to say,  
 

Y ahora, en el idioma de nuestro corazón, como nuestro Salvador Cristo nos ha 
enseñado, somos valientes para orar: 
 
People and Celebrant     El Pueblo y El Celebrante   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   Padre nuestro, que estás en el cielo, 
   hallowed be thy Name,                  santificado sea tu Nombre,  
   thy kingdom come,                 venga tu reino, 
   thy will be done,                   hágase tu voluntad, 
      on earth as it is in heaven.                   en la tierra como en el cielo.              
Give us this day our daily bread.   Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia. 
And forgive us our trespasses,   Perdona nuestras ofensas,  
  as we forgive those                  como también nosotros  
     who trespass against us.                          perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
And lead us not into temptation,   Y no nos dejes caer en tentación 
  but deliver us from evil.                          y líbranos del mal.    
For thine is the kingdom,    Porque tuyo es el reino,  
  and the power, and the glory,                      tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,     
  for ever and ever. Amen.                           ahora y por siempre. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
THE FRACTION ANTHEM  
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.  
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
LAMB OF GOD S 165   Agnus Dei                       William Mathias 
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THE INVITATION  
 
If you are watching the service at home and unable to be physically present for in-person worship, you are welcome 

to pray this prayer for spiritual communion from The Prayer Book for the Armed Services: 
 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the  
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving.  

I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I 
cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I invite you to come spiritually into 
my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from 

you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
  
THE COMMUNION HYMN 142 VF “Bless now, O God the journey”   
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THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Celebrant Let us pray 
 

God of abundance,  
you have fed us  
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;  
you have united us with Christ and one another;  
and you have made us one  
with all your people in heaven and on earth.  
Now send us forth  
in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue for ever  
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN 393 “Praise our great and gracious Lord”            Maoz Zur 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Priest  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     Improvisation on “Maoz Zur”             
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