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Improvisation on King of glory, King of peace

WELCOME & OUR MISSION STATEMENTS
The Church of St. Paul in the Desert:
God has invited us to share the abundant life of Jesus Christ through the Church
of St. Paul in the Desert by serving Christ in others and by gathering to praise and
thank God in worship. We are a welcoming, empowering, supportive community.
The Diocese:
The Episcopal Diocese of San Diego is a missionary community that dares to follow
Jesus Christ in his life of courageous love for the world.
THE ENTRANCE HYMN 57

“Lo! he comes, with clouds descending”

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88); Music: melody Augustine Arne (1710-78)
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Helmsley

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE HYMN OF PRAISE

Glory to God
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Gloria in excelsis

Richard Proulx

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved
Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth,
divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious
rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.
Please be seated.

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON

All school age children are invited to come sit on the steps for a special sermon.
Children will remain in the service at the “Imagination Station” table near the front.

THE FIRST LESSON
Reader

Jeremiah 23:1-6

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah.

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven
them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil
doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all
the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and
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they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will
shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be
missing, says the Lord.
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will
live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The Lord is our
righteousness."
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

THE PSALTER

Psalm 46:1-3, 5-7, 9-11

Deus noster refugium

Refrain

1 God is our refuge and strength, *
a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
3 Though its waters rage and foam, *
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. Refrain
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *
the holy habitation of the Most High.
6 God is in the midst of her;
she shall not be overthrown; *
God shall help her at the break of day.
7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; *
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. Refrain
9 Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, *
what awesome things he has done on earth.
10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; *
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire.
11 "Be still, then, and know that I am God; *
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth." Refrain
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THE SECOND LESSON

Colossians 1:11-20

A Reading from the Letter to the Colossians
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power,
and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints
in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.
Reader

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers-- all things have been created through
him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile
to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the
blood of his cross.
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand if able.

THE SEQUENCE HYMN 444

“Blest be the God of Israel”

Thornbury

Words: Michael A. Perry (b. 1942); para. The Song of Zechariah; Music: Basil Thornbury (1859-1949)
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
Priest
People

Luke 23:33-43

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive
them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. The people stood by, watching Jesus on the cross; but the leaders scoffed
at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God,
his chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour
wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an
inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews."
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be
with me in Paradise."
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Dan Kline

A time of reflection and silence follows the sermon.
Please stand if able.

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray to Christ our King, that he may reign among all people by the
power of his love.
Celebrant

The Leader and People pray responsively.

Blessed are you, king of the universe, who came to make us a free people. For the leaders
of nations who love and bring freedom, and for those who make it die:
Lord, your kingdom come.
Blessed are you, king of the universe, who came to make us a people of siblings. For
those who defend the rights of others and for those who defend only theirs, we pray:
Lord, your kingdom come.
Blessed are you, king of the universe, who came to make us a people of witnesses. For
the Christians who live their faith and for those who let their faith die, we pray:
Lord, your kingdom come.
Blessed are you, king of the universe, who came to make us a people of the truth. For
those whose words and deeds can be trusted and for those who betray you and one
another, we pray:
Lord, your kingdom come.
Blessed are you, king of the universe, who came to make us a serving people. For those
who care for one another and for those who go their selfish ways, we pray:
Lord, your kingdom come.
Blessed are you, king of the universe, who came to make us a people of hope. For those
who keep toiling for all that is good and for those who give up in discouragement, we
pray:
Lord, your kingdom come.
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Our Lord and King, with you we carry the burdens of our siblings… (pause for prayers).
May its weight be light because it is a burden of love. Be our strength now and for ever,
we pray:
Lord, your kingdom come.
Our Lord and King, we think of those who have gone before and share in your eternal
kingdom… (pause for prayers). May we be strengthened by their witness, we pray:
Lord, your kingdom come.
Our Lord and King, we thank you for everything and everyone in our lives… (pause for
prayers). May gratitude be the be the road that paves peace, we pray:
Lord, your kingdom come.
The Celebrant concludes with a Collect.
Prayers adapted from https://www.tkayala.com/2017/11/christ-king-sunday-liturgical-prayers.html.

THE CONFESSION
Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Celebrant and People

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
THE ABSOLUTION
This is the formal act of pronouncing God’s forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ, reflecting the
ministry of reconciliation committed by Christ to the church.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

From your pew, you are invited to safely offer a sign of peace (a bow, a wave, etc.) to those around you.

BLESSINGS AND GRATITUDE
CONNECTING THE DOTS: BEYOND THE PINK! 2023 STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
All are welcome. Please allow the ushers to direct you toward the Table. For those wearing masks,
please keep your mask on until you have returned to your seat. All should receive the Communion in
their hands and return to their seat before consuming. Currently, we are not drinking from the common
cup. If you would, however, like to receive Communion by intinction (bread dipped in the wine), put
forward one hand with your palm facing up and one hand in the air to receive the bread. If you are not
comfortable receiving Communion by intinction, know that the bread alone is full and complete
Communion. Simply, put your two hands together, one hand on top of the other, palms facing up, and
the priest will put the bread alone in your hands. Gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic wine are
available; please let the priest know if you would prefer these options and they will assist you
accordingly. If you would like to receive a blessing instead of Communion, you may come to the priest
with your arms crossed over your chest. If mobility issues prohibit you from walking up to the altar,
please alert an usher and Communion will be brought to you.
Let nothing hinder you from eating from this Table.

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine,
and money or other gifts, to the celebrant. The people stand, if able, while the offerings
are presented and placed on the Altar.

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Sing, my soul, his wondrous love

Words: Annon. 1800; The Hymnal 467 Music: Ned Rorem (b. 1923)

THE OFFERTORY HYMN 483

“The head that once was crowned”

Words: Thomas Kelly (1769-1855); Music: melody 1707; harm. William H. Monk

Celebrant
People

All things come of you, O Lord.
And of your own have we given you.
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St. Magnus

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on
the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD

Sanctus

Richard Proulx

Music: A Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

The people may stand or kneel.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the
cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you, and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, in the language of our hearts, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold
to say,
Y ahora, en el idioma de nuestro corazón, como nuestro Salvador Cristo nos ha
enseñado, somos valientes para orar:
People and Celebrant

El Pueblo y El Celebrante

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

Padre nuestro, que estás en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre,
venga tu reino,
hágase tu voluntad,
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia.
Perdona nuestras ofensas,
como también nosotros
perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.
Y no nos dejes caer en tentación
12

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

y líbranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino,
tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,
ahora y por siempre. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE FRACTION ANTHEM
LAMB OF GOD

Agnus Dei

Richard Proulx

THE INVITATION
If you are watching the service at home and unable to be physically present for in-person worship, you are welcome
to pray this prayer for spiritual communion from The Prayer Book for the Armed Services:

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving.
I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I
cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I invite you to come spiritually into
my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from
you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

THE ANTHEM

King of glory, King of peace

Words: George Herbert (1593-1632); Music: J. S. Bach (1685-17500; arr. William H. Harris (1992)
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THE COMMUNION HYMN 641

“Lord Jesus, think on me”

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant

Let us pray.
God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE BLESSING
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Southwell

THE CLOSING HYMN 494

“Crown him with many crowns”

THE DISMISSAL
Priest
People

POSTLUDE

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Improvisation
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Diademata
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