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THE WORD OF GOD 
 
VOLUNTARY  Chorale Prelude ‘Nun komm der Heiden Heiland’, BuxWV 211 
 

Words: Martin Luther (1483-1546) after Ambrose of Milan (340-97); Music: melody 1524, Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
 
WELCOME & OUR MISSION STATEMENTS  
 
The Church of St. Paul in the Desert: 

God has invited us to share the abundant life of Jesus Christ through the Church of St. 
Paul in the Desert by serving Christ in others and by gathering to praise and thank God in 
worship. We are a welcoming, empowering, supportive community. 

 
The Diocese: 

The Episcopal Diocese of San Diego is a missionary community that dares to follow Jesus 
Christ in his life of courageous love for the world. 

 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN 59 “Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding”                    Merton  
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Please kneel, if able. 
 
A PENITENTIAL ORDER: RITE TWO 
 
Celebrant Blessed be the God of our salvation 
People Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins. 
 
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only 
Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is 
no other commandment greater than these.      Mark 12:29-31 
 
The Celebrant says 
 
With confidence in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Celebrant and People  
 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
We are not ready for your coming. 
We live in sin, as though there were no justice. 
We live in fear, as though there were no grace. 
Forgive us, Lord. 
Show us your mercy and steadfast love. 
Lead us in your truth, and teach us your paths,  
for you are the God of our salvation. Amen. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
 

This is the formal act by a bishop or priest of pronouncing God’s forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ. 
The absolution of sins reflects the ministry of reconciliation committed by Christ to the church.  
 
Please stand, if able. 
 
THE TRISAGION S 102                         Music: after Alexander Arkhangelsky (1846-1924) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us 
in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Celebrant We invite those who are preparing to be Confirmed or Received into 
the Episcopal Church and their teachers to come and light the 
advent wreath. All school age children are invited to come close to 
see the light of the advent candle. 

 
Confirmand(s) We light this candle as a symbol of the hope we have in the promise 

of the Lord’s coming. 
Teacher(s) For the Lord will fulfill his promise to the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah. A righteous Branch will spring up for David; and he 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 

All              Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 
Children will be dismissed to Sunday School following. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON                              Isaiah 2:1-5                    
 
Reader   A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

In days to come 
the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
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they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord! 

 
Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THE PSALTER                             Psalm 122                                                 Laetatus sum 
 

Refrain 

 
 

1 I was glad when they said to me, * 
"Let us go to the house of the Lord." 

2 Now our feet are standing * 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 
that is at unity with itself; Refrain 

4 To which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, * 
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the Name of the Lord. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
the thrones of the house of David.  Refrain 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
"May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 
and quietness within your towers.  Refrain 

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, * 
I will seek to do you good."  Refrain 

 

THE SECOND LESSON                       Romans 13:11-14      
 
Reader   A Reading from the Letter to the Romans. 
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You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the 
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let 
us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand if able. 
 
THE SEQUENCE HYMN 601      “O day of God, draw near”                           St. Michael 
 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                Matthew 24:36-44 
 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 
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Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.” 
 
Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                      Rick Tinsley, Nominee for Holy Orders 
 
A time of reflection and silence follows the sermon. 
 
Please stand if able. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father; 
    through him all things were made. 
        For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
        and became truly human. 
        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Celebrant In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid, we pray to Jesus. 
 
The Leaders and People pray responsively. 
 

Come to your people as loving ruler and judge. 
We pray for your people in every place; for our friends, our family, our neighbors, 

those we do not know, and those who are our enemies. 
Help us to live in the light of your coming and give us a longing for your kingdom. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to your world as gracious governor of the nations. 
We pray for all those in authority in our nation and in all the nations of the world, 

that they may all work for justice, freedom and peace. 
Before you rulers will stand in silence. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to our fragile planet as creator, restorer, and sustainer. 
We pray for the just and proper use of your creation and for all victims of hunger, 

fear, injustice, and oppression. 
Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all its resources. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to the suffering as savior and comforter. 
We pray for all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; for those who are 

sick, lonely or needy, and for those who minister to them, especially those we name 
aloud or in our hearts…. (pause for prayers)… 

Break into our lives, where we struggle with sickness and distress, 
and set us free to serve you forever. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to your church as her loving spouse. 
We pray for your church throughout the world, for our presiding bishop Michael, for 

our bishop Susan for our priests Jessie and Dan and for all who lead and serve, and 
all who proclaim the Good News of your unconditional love.  

Grant to your people unity and peace. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. 
We remember before you those who have died, especially those we name aloud or in 

our hearts… (pause for prayers)… 
Give us with all the departed a share in your victory over evil and death. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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You come to us as the giver of all good gifts. 
We give thanks to you for your love and provision, your grace and presence in our 

lives, and we give thanks to you for the multitude of gifts and blessings you give, 
especially those we name before you aloud or in your hearts… (pause for prayers)… 

Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. 
Lift us up to meet you, 
that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Paul the Hermit and all your saints and angels 

we may live in love forever with you in your new creation. 
Maranatha: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 
give new courage to your people, 
who trust in your love. 
By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom 
on earth as in heaven, 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People are modified from The Church of England: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-
resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/advent#mmm6. 
 
THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
From your pew, you are invited to safely offer a sign of peace (a bow, a wave, etc.) to those around you. 
 
BLESSINGS, GRATITUDE & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER OF BLESSING FOR THE WELL 
 
CONNECTING THE DOTS: BEYOND THE PINK! 2023 STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All are welcome. Please allow the ushers to direct you toward the Table. For those wearing masks, 
please keep your mask on until you have returned to your seat. All should receive the Communion in 

their hands and return to their seat before consuming. Currently, we are not drinking from the common 
cup. If you would, however, like to receive Communion by intinction (bread dipped in the wine), put 

forward one hand with your palm facing up and one hand in the air to receive the bread. If you are not 
comfortable receiving Communion by intinction, know that the bread alone is full and complete 

Communion. Simply, put your two hands together, one hand on top of the other, palms facing up, and 
the priest will put the bread alone in your hands. Gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic wine are 

available; please let the priest know if you would prefer these options and they will assist you 
accordingly. If you would like to receive a blessing instead of Communion, you may come to the priest 
with your arms crossed over your chest. If mobility issues prohibit you from walking up to the altar, 

please alert an usher and Communion will be brought to you.  
Let nothing hinder you from eating from this Table. 
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THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine,  
and money or other gifts, to the celebrant. The people stand, if able, while the offerings  

are presented and placed on the Altar. 
 

THE ANTHEM  A Canticle of Peace *for Unison Voices and Organ 
 

Words: Isaiah 2:2-4; Music: Joseph W. Clokey (1890-1960) 
 
THE PRESENTATION HYMN 68 “Rejoice! rejoice, believers”                 Llangloffan 
 

 
 
Celebrant    All things come of you, O Lord. 
People And of your own have we given you. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR ADVENT     Option 1 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant proceeds 
 
How can we thank you, O God? For sun and moon and stars, for breath and life and all 
things good, for your steadfast promise and your faithful love, for the day that is surely 
coming when all things will be made new. 
 
With saints, with angels, and with the whole creation, we join the ancient and eternal 
hymn:    
 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD Sanctus 
 

 
 

 
 
The people may kneel, if able. 
 
We give you thanks, Holy God, for Jesus, who came to be your living Word, to baptize us 
with Spirit and fire, to feed the hungry, to humble the mighty, and to announce the good 
news of your coming realm. With thanksgiving, we remember how, when the hour had 
come, Jesus took his place at the table with the apostles. 
 
He said to them, “I will not eat this Passover again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.” 
 
Then Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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After supper, he took a cup, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood. I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes.” 
 
With thanks and praise we offer ourselves to you, sharing this holy meal, remembering 
Christ’s dying and rising, and praying: Come Lord Jesus! 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us—this bread, this cup, these people—Christ’s body and 
blood, given in love for the world. Make us one in the Spirit, one in the church, and one 
with Christ our Lord. 
 
Make us gentle, joyful, thankful people, serving our neighbors, worshiping you alone. 
 
Keep us in the peace of Christ until you gather us at your table in glory. Even now, a 
voice is crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord! 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor 
are yours, almighty God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
And now, in the language of our hearts, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold 
to say, 
 
Y ahora, en el idioma de nuestro corazón, como nuestro Salvador Cristo nos ha 
enseñado, somos cielo tes para orar: 
 
People and Celebrant     El Pueblo y El Celebrante   
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,   Padre nuestro, que estás en el cielo, 
   hallowed be thy Name,                  santificado sea tu Nombre,  
   thy kingdom come,                 venga tu reino, 
   thy will be done,                   hágase tu voluntad, 
      on earth as it is in heaven.                   en la tierra como en el cielo.              
Give us this day our daily bread.   Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia. 
And forgive us our trespasses,   Y perdona nuestras ofensas,  
  as we forgive those                  como también nosotros  
     who trespass against us.                          perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
And lead us not into temptation,   Y nos dejes caer en tentación 
  but deliver us from evil.                          y líbranos del mal.    
For thine is the kingdom,    Porque tuyo es el reino,  
  and the power, and the glory,                      tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,     
  for ever and ever. Amen.                           ahora y por siempre. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant Behold what you are. 
People May we become what we receive. 
  
LAMB OF GOD  Agnus Dei 
 

 

 
 
THE INVITATION  
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. In receiving Christ, we become one body in him, 
and through him, one with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 
 
If you are watching the service at home and unable to be physically present for in-person worship, you are welcome 

to pray this prayer for spiritual communion from The Prayer Book for the Armed Services: 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. 

I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I 
cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I invite you to come spiritually into 
my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from 

you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
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THE COMMUNION  
 
ANTHEM “O pray for the peace of Jerusalem” 
 

Words: Psalm 122:6-9; Music: John Goss (1800-80) 
 
HYMN 53              “Once he came in blessing”                     Gottes Sohn ist kommen 
 

 
 
 
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Celebrant    Let us pray.  
 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 
 
THE BLESSING  
 
This is a sacerdotal pronouncement of God’s love and favor, used by a bishop or priest prior to the 
dismissal. 
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THE CLOSING HYMN 61  “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us”              Wachet auf 
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THE DISMISSAL      
 
Priest  Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE     Wachet auf! ruft uns die Stimme BWV 645 

 

Music: Cantata 140, Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
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SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

The Rev. Canon Victoria T. Hatch, Celebrant, Rick Tinsley, Preacher 
Canon Philip Smith, Interim Director of Music & Organist  

Denise Rooney, Kari Kirkland, Douglas Graham, David Bruns, 
Sarah Williams Fay, Frank Dunn, Derek Stanfill, Rick Nauman, 

Stan Deller, Mixed Ensemble 
Steve Moore, Worship Coordinator 

Ray Tackett, Bonnie Stroock, Altar Guild 
Brian Bishop, Larry Wilson, Altar Ministers 

Craig Ewing, Nick Falconio, Lector & Intercessor 
 Peter Smurthwaite, Patrick Von Bargen, Br. John Westaway, Nick Falconio, Ushers 
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CLERGY 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Susan Brown Snook, Bishop 
The Rev. Jessie Thompson, Rector 

revjessie@stpaulsps.org 
The Rev. Dan Kline, Rector 

revdan@stpaulsps.org 
 

STAFF 
Canon Philip Smith, Interim Director of Music and Organist 

musicdirector@stpaulsps.org   
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Cecilia Melero, Assistant Sexton 
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