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THE VOLUNTARY        Marian Hymn “Sing of Mary, pure and lowly”  Pleading Savior 
           
Please stand as able as the procession enters the church.  
 
OPENING SENTENCE 
 
Officiant  If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn 

to night,” darkness is not dark to thee, O Lord; the night is as bright as the 
day; darkness and light to thee are both alike.    Psalm 139:10,11 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
The people kneel as able. Silence is kept after the call to confession. 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
And we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults,  
restore thou those who are penitent,  
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
 

This is the formal act by a bishop or priest of pronouncing God’s forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ. 
The absolution of sins reflects the ministry of reconciliation committed by Christ to the church.  
 
The people stand as able. 
 
PRECES AND RESPONSES 
 
Cantor  O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Cantor   O God make speed to save us. 
Choir  O Lord make haste to help us. 
Choir  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Choir   Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir  The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 
Music: William Smith (1603-45) 
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The people sit for the Psalm Appointed. 
 
THE PSALTER                             Psalm 40:5-10                           Expectans, expectavi                                  
 
Setting: Anglican Chant Setting by Shirly Hill (after Nicholson) 
 
Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God! how great your wonders and your 
plans for us! * there is none who can be compared to you. Oh, that I could make them known 
and tell them! * but they are more that I can count. In a sacrifice and offering you take no 
pleasure * (you have given me ears to hear you); Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not 
required, * and so I said, “Behold, I come.  In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: *  
‘I love to do your will, O my God: your law is deep in my heart.’” I proclaimed righteousness in 
the great congregation; * behold, I did not restrain my lips; and that, O Lord, you know. 
 
The people stand as are able for the Gloria Patri. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son*, and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be*, world without end. Amen. 
 
The people sit for the Lessons and stand if able for the Canticles.  
 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                      
 
Reader  A Reading from the Book of Isaiah, 7:10-14. 
 
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah 
said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my 
God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.” 
 

Reader  Here endeth the Lesson. 
 
THE CANTICLE: THE SONG OF MARY Magnificat                             (Luke 1:46-55)  
 
Setting: The Service in C Major, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
 
My soul doth magnify the Lord. 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm. 
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their sea and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel; 
As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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THE SECOND LESSON                                                                                  
 
Reader  A Reading from the Gospel of Luke, 1:26-38 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Reader  Here endeth the Lesson. 
 
THE CANTICLE: THE SONG OF SIMEON  Nunc dimittis         (Luke 2:29-32) 
 

Setting: The Service in C Major, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
 
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
   
THE SERMON                                  The Rev. Robert Taylor 
 
A time of reflection and silence follows the sermon. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
Officiant and People          *intoned on a note 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
      who was conceived by the Holy Ghost 
      born of the Virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, dead, and buried. 
      He descended into hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
      and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
      the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 

Music: William Smith (1603-45) 
 
Cantor  The Lord be with you. 
Choir  And with thy spirit. 
Cantor  Let us pray. 
 
The people may kneel or sit. 
 

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us.  
                                                                     
THE LORD’S PRAYER     intoned  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   As we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    For ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE SUFFRAGES 
 

Music: William Smith (1603-45) 
 
O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
 And grant us thy salvation. 
O Lord, save the State. 
 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
 And make thy chosen people joyful. 
O Lord, save thy people. 
 And bless thine inheritance. 
Give peace in our time, O Lord, 
 Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.  
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts, that we who have known the 
incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by 
his cross and passion be brought unto the glory of his resurrection; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Choir Amen. 
 

 
A COLLECT FOR THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST 
 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in 
the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed 
in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love.  
Choir Amen. 
 
 
A COLLECT FOR MISSION 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give 
thine angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the 
weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all 
for thy love’s sake. 
Choir Amen. 
 
The people stand as are able. 
 
 
THE OFFICE HYMN 278  “Sing we of the blessed Mother”                     Rustington 
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Words: George B. Timms (1910-97); Music: Charles H. Parry (1848-1918) 

 
WELCOME AND OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 
THE ANTHEM  Expectans expectavi  
 

Words: Music: Charles Wood (1866-1926)  
 
This sanctuary of my soul, 
Unwitting I keep white and whole, 
Unlatch'd and lit, if Thou should'st care 
To enter or to tarry there. 
 
With parted lips and outstretch'd hands, 
And list'ning ears Thy servant stands. 
Call Thou early, call Thou late, 
to Thy great service dedicate. 
My soul, keep white, and whole. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 
Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and 
loving-kindness to us and to all people. We bless thee for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly 
thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in 
our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 
 
Almighty God, you hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication unto thee, and you hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when 
two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill 
now, O Lord, our desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us 
in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant  May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 

believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.     Romans 15:13 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN 269       “Ye who claim the faith of Jesus”     Den des Vaters Sinn           
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VOLUNTARY Improvisation – P. Smith (b. 1952) 
 

 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

 

The Rev. Canon Victoria Hatch, Officiant, The Rev. Robert Taylor, Preacher 
Canon Philip Smith, Director of Music & Organist 

Denise Rooney, Kari Kirkland, Kelly McDaniel,  
Douglas Graham, David Bruns, Matthew Burn, Parish Sextet  

Rick Tinsley, Thurifer 
Ray & Cheryl Kelley, Lector & Intercessor 
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An Angelus for today. 
 

 
 
V. The angel Gabriel brought God’s request to Mary. 
R. And Mary said “Then let it be so.” 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, God is with you. Blessed are you among all people, blessed is your child, Jesus. 
Dear Mary, mother of God, pray for us now and at the hour of our death. 
 
V. Mary had faith in God. 
R. And conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, God is with you. Blessed are you among all people, blessed is your child, Jesus. 
Dear Mary, mother of God, pray for us now and at the hour of our death. 
 
V. God became human in Mary’s womb and was born for us. 
R. Now we know his glory, such glory as befits the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, God is with you. Blessed are you among all people, blessed is your child, Jesus. 
Dear Mary, mother of God, pray for us now and at the hour of our death. 
 
V. Pray for us dear holy Mary. 
R. That God's love may also be fulfilled in us. 
 
Heavenly Father may we like Mary open our lives to your grace, that knowing the life and mission of 
your son Jesus, our friend and savior, and his suffering and death on the cross for our sake, we may come 
to share fully in his resurrection. Amen. 
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CLERGY 
 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Susan Brown Snook, Bishop 
The Rev. Jessie Thompson, Rector 

revjessie@stpaulsps.org 
The Rev. Dan Kline, Rector 

revdan@stpaulsps.org 
 

STAFF 
Canon Philip Smith, Interim Director of Music and Organist 

musicdirector@stpaulsps.org   
Orin Ellingson, Registrar 

registrar@stpaulsps.org  
Roberto Carrillo, Sexton 

Cecilia Melero, Assistant Sexton 
 
 

VESTRY 2023 – 2024 
Alex Christensen, Senior Warden; Ray Tackett, Junior Warden;  

Raffaele Alberto, Treasurer; Jan Wacker, Clerk;  
Nancy Antonius; Alan Glass; John Hampson; Kathy Kilmer;  

Rick Nauman; Ben Palmer; Br. John C. Westaway 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


